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On Saturday, March 27, the town of
Eagleville will celebrate their 50th anniversary.
They will be holding a community dinner from
4:00 P.M. until 7:00 P.M. Some members of
the community, who were present for the origi-
nal incorporation ceremony, will be recognized
during this event. Please join me in congratu-
lating Eagleville for reaching this milestone.

———

FORT BENNING, GEORGIA—1999
ARMY COMMUNITIES OF EXCEL-
LENCE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF’S
AWARD

HON. MAC COLLINS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 25, 1999

Mr. COLLINS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that | rise today to recognize Fort
Benning, GA, the “Home of the Infantry” and
the Army’s premier installation, for being rec-
ognized with the 1999 Army Communities of
Excellence Commander-in-Chief's Award.

This is the fourth Commander in Chief's
Award Fort Benning has received in the last
five years. The annual award recognizes the
best Army installation in the world. Fort
Benning has also been awarded, for the sev-
enth consecutive year, the Chief of Staff, Army
Award which recognizes the best Army instal-
lation in the continental United States.

The ability and professionalism of the tens
of thousands of soldiers and nearly 7,000 civil-
ians who pass through Fort Benning’s gate
each and every year are responsible for this
recognition. The awards are also indicative of
the successful partnership that has been de-
veloped over the years between Fort Benning,
Columbus, Georgia, and Phenix City, Ala-
bama.

Major General Ernst, Commanding General,
and his able staff continue to reinforce Fort
Benning’s longstanding commitment to military
quality, focusing on the watchwords “first in
training, first in readiness, and first in quality of
life.” As the home of the infantry, Fort
Benning’s mission is to produce the world’s
finest combat-ready infantry and to continue to
be the Army’s premier installation and home
for soldiers, families, civilian employees, and
military retirees. This mission is achieved with
distinction on a daily basis by Fort Benning
soldiers who constitute a cornerstone of our
Nation’s Armed Forces.

While the infantry remains the central focus
of activity at Fort Benning, other specialized
units have been added over the years, en-
hancing the ability of the installation to accom-
plish its mission. Fort Benning houses, among
others, the 11th and 29th Infantry Regiments,
the 36th Engineer Group, the Ranger Training
Brigade and the 75th Ranger Regiment, the
U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit, the Drill Ser-
geant School, the Henry Caro Non-Commis-
sioned Officer Academy, and the U.S. Army
School of the Americas. Each of these units
work tirelessly to defend our national interests
around the world and to serve our commu-
nities at home.

To the military and civilian personnel of Fort
Benning, | offer my sincere thanks and con-
gratulations for a job well done.

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

MARCH IS NATIONAL SOCIAL
WORK MONTH

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 25, 1999

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | want to remind
my colleagues as we adjourn for the district
work period that March is “Social Work
Month”. As a trained social worker, | know
first-hand the significant contributions that
have been made nationwide by this profes-
sion. Professional social workers, throughout
this nation, can be found in the most amazing
places including fortune 500 companies, de-
partments of health, courts, mental health cen-
ters, managed care companies, schools, child
welfare agencies, nursing homes, health care
settings, employee assistance programs, and
public and private agencies. Daily they are
tasked with helping to alleviate society’s most
intractable problems, working one-on-one with
troubled children and families, organizing com-
munities for change and performing cutting-
edge research and administering social pro-
grams.

The business of social work is helping peo-
ple help themselves. One such entity that has
made a point of emphasizing the importance
of social workers in the health care delivery
system is the Miami-Dade County health de-
partment. Social workers play an integral role
in servicing Dade County residents in a variety
of public health areas. The fact that the county
administration has agreed to give special rec-
ognition to its social workers is a testament to
their significant contributions to the health de-
partment. Let me congratulate all my fellow
social workers and we honor them for their
service during the month of March.

BEAN THERE, DONE THAT

HON. JAMES A. BARCIA

OF MICHIGAN

HON. DAVE CAMP

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 25, 1999

Mr. BARCIA. Mr. Speaker, we have all
heard the famous story of Speaker Joe Can-
non yelling “Thunderation!” when he went to
the Member’s Dining Room wanting a bowl of
Michigan Navy Bean Soup, and not finding it
on the menu. Ever since that day, this soup
with its main ingredient, the Navy Bean, com-
ing from most likely my congressional district,
has been on the menu. But how many of you
have heard the story of John A. McGill, Jr.,
the now-retired Executive Vice-President and
Treasurer of the Michigan Bean Shippers As-
sociation having lunch with our former col-
league, Bob Traxler, in the same dining room,
and having to once again yell “Thunderation”
when someone substituted impostor Great
Northern Beans for the historic and acclaimed
Navy Bean?

From 1969 until August 28, 1998, John
McGill actively worked to promote the interests
of the Michigan dry bean industry. Both ship-
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pers and growers benefited from this gentle-
man’s expertise, his savvy business sense,
and his well-known resolve to fight for what he
believes to be right. And our Navy Bean Soup
remains secure.

His work on behalf of research both at the
Saginaw Valley Bean and Beet Farm and
Michigan State University has resulted in the
development of new varieties that will be
planted for years to come. John was a major
player in making sure the Michigan’s beans
continue to appear on plates throughout the
United Kingdom. He participated in many
trade missions to Africa and other potential
markets with the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture, and was a vital player in increasing
our sales in Mexico. His development and
continued publication of the Michigan Dry
Bean Digest provides one of the most com-
prehensive documents available to the indus-
try. And he will never be forgotten for his de-
votion and competitiveness in the annual
MBSA golf tournament at the Association’s
summer meeting.

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, to John and his
wife Donna, we offer our most sincere best
wishes and friendship in return for years of
their guidance, friendship, sense of humor,
and support. John’s leadership for Michigan
dry beans and for all of agriculture in Michi-
gan—spanning the decades—uwill not be for-
gotten soon. He has truly set an example for
future leaders, and to colleagues and friends.
Mr. Speaker, we urge you and all of our col-
leagues to join us in wishing this wonderful
gentleman his happiest years ever. May his
hunting sights be filled, his tee shots straight
and long, and his duck carving tools sharp
and true.

———————

HAPPY BIRTHDAY LUELLA
POWELL KOONCE

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 25, 1999

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, this weekend
Mrs. Luella Powell Koonce will be joined by
family and friends to celebrate her 90th birth-
day. Birthdays are perfect occasions for re-
flexion. Mrs. Koonce’s life has been fruitful
and she has much of which to be proud. She
has many names—Mother, Mome-in-Law,
Granny, Aunt Tee, and Cousin Lou. She is the
eldest living member of the Powell-Hutchins-
Koonce families and has more than 100 living
relatives.

As you can imagine, a woman with so many
relations must have a busy life. She is known
as a counselor, professional seamstress, good
cook, baby sitter, family banker and hot line
monitor for her church and neighborhood.
Luella Koonce was born 90 years ago on a
farm in Blakely, Georgia. She was one of the
four children of James and Elizabeth Hutchins
Powell. After the family moved to Dothan, Ala-
bama, she met and married Early Koonce and
they subsequently moved their family of three
children to Newark, New Jersey and eventu-
ally to East Orange, New Jersey.

Family unity, independence and moral val-
ues have always been emphasized in her fam-
ily and she has passed those and other cul-
tural traditions down to her children and
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